
 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
LOUDON CITY COUNCIL 

April 15, 2019 
 

The regular meeting of the Loudon City Council was held on April 15, 2019 in the meeting room at city hall located 
at 201 Alma Place. Members of city council present were Mayor Jeff Harris, Council Members: Tammi Bivens, Tim 
Brewster, Tim Dixon and Johnny James. Also present were City Manager Ty Ross, City Attorney Kris Frye and 
City Recorder Stephanie Putkonen. The press was represented by Jonathan Herrmann with the Loudon County News 
Herald. Stephanie Smallen video recorded the meeting for LCTV3. Approximately forty others were present. 
 
Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.  
 
Mayor Harris introduced Pastor Gene Farmer of Riverview Baptist Church to hold the invocation and Corporal 
Michael Brubaker, US Marine Corp. Veteran and Loudon fire chief, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of 
the United States of America.  
 
Mayor Harris said he wanted to take a detour from the agenda to recognize firefighters Bryan McFalls and Greg 
Johnson. He explained they had recently completed a 40 hour smoke divers course at the Tennessee State Fire 
Academy. He said it was one of the toughest and most demanding courses in the fire service both physically and 
mentally. He then presented them with certificates of completion. 
 
Mayor Harris welcomed everyone. He explained the format of the meeting.  
 
Mayor Harris opened the meeting for citizen input. There were several citizens from Green Acres Subdivision 
present to express their concerns about a neighbor who lives at 1631 Gail Street. Those who spoke were: Don 
Kincaid, Wes James, Ronnie Martin, Jason Bartholomew, Abby Bartholomew, Christine McGreevy and Judy Jones. 
Among their concerns were: the temperament of the neighbor; 911 has been called multiple times; lack of respect 
even for the police officers; concern that someone will get hurt; the number of animals on his property exceeding the 
number approved on his livestock permit; concern about sanitation issue with the animals; roosters crowing; letting 
the animals out into the neighborhood; animals destroy gardens; an exposed electric fence and the fear children 
might touch it; unsightly privacy fence; property line dispute over the removal of trees by the neighbor; marching up 
and down his property with a pellet rifle; fear of letting their children play in their own yards; and an overall fear for 
their safety. 
 
Mayor Harris explained that a couple of years ago the permit was issued to try to get the animal situation under 
control. 
 
Codes Enforcement Officer Travis Gray said he would inspect the animal situation to determine if he was in 
compliance with his permit. 
 
Councilmember Brewster stated that he went out to visit with the man. He said he had 15 goats with babies and he 
admitted that he would be selling the baby goats. He added that at the next workshop they should consider changing 
some numbers on the permit.  
 
Manager Ross said he along with Codes Enforcement Officer Gray and City Attorney Frye would look into it and 
come up with a recommended solution. 
 
Chip Lynn with WLNT radio stated that when he video records the council meetings, they can be viewed at 
redskinradio.com. 
 
Mayor Harris said there was a correction to the minutes that were sent out on Friday. The corrected copy was in 
front of them pertaining to the vote on Resolution No. 2019-06. It previously stated it was approved unanimously, 
The correction reflects the roll call vote with Mayor Harris voting NAY. Mayor Harris called for a motion to accept 
the correction to the minutes. A motion was made by Councilmember Dixon, seconded by Councilmember 
Brewster and unanimously passed to accept the correction to the minutes. 
 
Mayor Harris called for a motion to approve the corrected minutes of the regular meeting held on March 18, 2019. 
Councilmember Bivens questioned why everyone who spoke at the meeting was not recognized in the minutes. 
Recorder Putkonen responded that the minutes were a summary of an hour and a half of comments. A motion was 
made by Councilmember Dixon, seconded by Councilmember Brewster to approve the minutes as corrected 
of the regular meeting held on March 18, 2019. Upon a vote, all voted AYE except Bivens who voted NAY. 



 
Mayor Harris called for a motion to approve the minutes of the special called meeting held on April 1, 2019. A 
motion was made by Councilmember James, seconded by Councilmember Dixon and unanimously passed to 
approve the minutes of the special called meeting held on April 1, 2019. 
 
Council considered the administrative approval of the purchase of gasoline ($2.0148 per gallon) and diesel fuel 
($2.0439 per gallon) on March 21, 2019 from Rogers Petroleum. A motion was made by Councilmember Bivens, 
seconded by Councilmember James and unanimously passed to administratively approve the purchase of 
gasoline ($2.0148 per gallon) and diesel fuel ($2.0439) on March 21, 2019 from Rogers Petroleum, Inc. 
 
Council considered setting the city’s monthly retainer for the city attorney at $2,500. A motion was made by 
Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember James and unanimously passed to set the city’s 
monthly retainer for the city attorney at $2,500. 
 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for first reading to approve the amendment to the intergovernmental agreement 
with Loudon County to provide planning services. A motion was made by Councilman Dixon, seconded by 
Councilman James that the following ordinance be passed on first reading: 
 
  APPROVING AMENDMENT TEN TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
  AGREEMENT CONTINUING THE PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 
  DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
Upon a vote the AYES were: Dixon, James, Bivens, Brewster and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on first reading. A public hearing was scheduled for 6:15 PM on May 20, 2019. 
 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for first reading to amend the 2018-19 budget. A motion was made by 
Councilmember Bivens, seconded by Councilmember Brewster that the following ordinance be passed on first 
reading: 
 
   AMENDING THE 2018-2019 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET 
 
Upon a vote the AYES were: Bivens, Brewster, Dixon, James and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on first reading. A public hearing was scheduled for 6:20 PM on May 20, 2019. 
 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for first reading to approve a comprehensive revision to the Personnel Rules 
and Regulations. A motion was made by Councilmember Bivens, seconded by Councilmember James that the 
following ordinance be passed on first reading: 
 
 COMPREHENSIVE REVISION TO THE PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
Upon a vote, the AYES were Bivens, James, Brewster, Dixon and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on first reading. A public hearing was scheduled for 6:25 PM on May 20, 2019. 
 
Mayor Harris presented a resolution to acknowledge the TCRS rates effective July 1, 2019. Manager Ross explained 
that the actuarial rate provided by TCRS was a reduction of 8.19%. He recommended the rate be set at 1% over the 
minimum required rate. The rate for 2019-20 would be 9.78% for general employees and 13.28% for public safety 
employees. A motion was made by Councilmember Dixon, seconded by Councilmember James that the following 
resolution be passed: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-08 
 
   ACKNOWLEDGING THE TENNESSEE CONSOLIDATED  
   RETIREMENT SYSTEM RATE EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2019 
 
Upon a vote, the resolution unanimously passed. 
 
Mayor Harris presented a resolution authorizing a New Holland tractor and Diamond boom mower be declared 
surplus and sold on govdeals.com. A motion was made by Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember 
Dixon that the following resolution be passed: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-09 
 
   AUTHORIZING A NEW HOLLAND TRACTOR AND DIAMOND  

BOOM MOWER TO BE DECLARED SURPLUS 



 
Upon a vote, the resolution unanimously passed. 
 
Mayor Harris presented a resolution to accept a quote for street resurfacing of Carding Machine Road, Carter Street, 
Ward Avenue and Commerce Street. Manager Ross recommended the low quote from Duracap Asphalt in the 
amount of $476,399.00 be approved by unanimous resolution. A motion was made by Councilmember Brewster, 
seconded by Councilmember James that the following resolution be passed: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-10 
 
   ACCEPTING QUOTE FOR STREET RESURFACING 
 
Upon a vote, the resolution unanimously passed. 
 
Mayor Harris asked if there were any department reports to be given to council. He recognized Police Sergeant Bill 
Evans. He reported that Safewise named the City of Loudon the 7th  safest city in Tennessee. 
 
Public Works Director Ellis Scruggs reported problems with a rear loader garbage truck. He also reported they were 
working at Highway 11 near the Family Dollar Store to repair a concrete tile and a sinkhole. 
 
Recreation Director Mark Harrell reminded everyone about the King Kat Fishing Tournament. He said celebrity day 
would be May 2nd, and a street festival would be held downtown on May 4th to celebrate the fishing tournament. 
 
Councilmember Brewster said the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) was in the process of recommending no 
smoking or “vaping” in the parks. He asked Director Harrell to speak to this. 
 
Director Harrell said that Dr. Bud Guider, chairman of the RAC was passionate about this issue. He wanted council 
to be aware that they would be talking about this issue in upcoming workshops. He added that Loudon Municipal 
Park was already a no smoking facility. He said they may want to consider making all parks no smoking. 
 
Councilmember Bivens reported that the new Santek contract with the Loudon County Solid Waste Disposal 
Commission (LCSWDC) had been thrown out. A special called meeting of the LCSWDC was to be held on April 
30th to discuss an amendment Santek had provided. 
 
Councilmember Brewster asked the status of the sale of the properties located in the subdivision surrounding the 
former Riverview Golf Course. Manager Ross said he had talked with the real estate agent he recommended. He 
said he was awaiting a proposal. 
 
Councilmember Brewster said that Vanhooseco concrete was interested in the Williamson House property in Blair 
Bend Industrial Park. He was also concerned that the Recreation Department wouldn’t have an office after the 
remainder of the city and utility employees move to the new building on Highway 72. He said Vanhooseco might be 
willing to make a deal to help with building a new recreation building. Manager Ross said the recreation department 
could stay for a while giving some time to make decisions. 
 
Manager Ross reported that the move to the new building was scheduled for Memorial Day weekend. He added that 
the May meetings should be able to be held in the new building. 
 
Mayor Harris said this would be the last city council meeting in this building. 
 
Councilmember Dixon reported that the utilities’ AMI installation project was ahead of schedule; and the utility 
board awarded a contract to replace the water and gas lines on Highland Avenue. The work will begin in May and 
should be complete in October. He reported from the Planning Commission that Sweetwater Creek Subdivision 
plans to build 46 homes and Legacy Park Subdivision plans to develop an additional 23.3 acres. 
 
Councilmember James said council should not take lightly the concerns voiced this night from the residents of 
Green Acres Subdivision. 
 
Mayor Harris announced the following events in April: Congressman Tim Burchett would attend an event at the 911 
center on the 16th at 3:30 PM; Protomet open house on the 18th at 10:30 AM; ribbon cutting at Taste O Texas on the 
26th at 11:00 AM; and on April 30th he planned to attend the East Tennessee Mayors’ Caucus being held at the 
Denso Manufacturing facility in Maryville. 
 
Mayor Harris said the Health Improvement Council had reached out to him as a government official to help heighten 
awareness of suicide.  As a result, a seminar would be hosted at Blairland Baptist Church on April 26th 



from 6 to 8 PM through the Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network. 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 7:35 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________    ________________________________   
          Recorder                                                   Mayor 
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